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Although Mukhtar was not complete in his faith and
certitude, and did not had explicit permission from the
Imams for the revolt he carried out, nevertheless, since
he is rightfully accredited for many achievements and
brought joy to the believers, his destiny is presumed to
be those who are saved (on the Day of Judgement). He
should be classified among the people who are
mentioned in this verse: “And there are others who have
confessed their wrongdoing, who have done some
righteous deeds and some bad ones: God may well
accept their repentance”. (9:102) | am of those who
remain undecided regarding Mukhtar, although most
scholars believe he was among the good ones.

(Al-‘Allama al-Maijlisi, Bihar al-anwar, 45:339)

Question: Why al-‘Allama al-Majlisi remain undecided?

al-'Allama al-Madijlisi's opinion on Mukhtar al-Thaqafi
L'avis de al- Allama al-Majlisi sur Mukhtar al-Thaqafi

Bien que Mukhtar n’ait pas été complet dans sa foi et sa
certitude, et n’ait pas eu la permission explicite des Imams
pour la révolte qu’il a menée, néanmoins, puisqu’il est
|égitimement accrédité pour de nombreuses réalisations et
a apporté la joie aux croyants, son destin est présumé étre
celui de ceux qui sont sauvés (au Jour du Jugement). Il doit
étre classé parmi les personnes qui sont mentionnées dans
ce verset : “D'autres ont reconnu leurs péchés, ils ont mélé
de bonnes actions a d’autres mauvaises. Il se peut qu'Allah
accueille leur repentir” (9:102) Je suis de ceux qui restent
indécis concernant Mukhtar, bien que la plupart de nos
érudits pensent qu’il était parmi les bons.

(Al-‘Allama al-Maijlisi, Bihar al-anwar, 45:339)

Question: Pourquoi al-‘Allama al-Maijlisi reste-t-il indécis ?



Questions for analysis - Questions a analyser

 Was Mukhtar a Shi‘a? Est-ce que Mukhtar était chiite ?

* What was the motive of his revolt? Quel était le motif de sa révolte ?

* Did he revolt with the permission of Imam Sajjad (as)?
S’est-il révolté avec la permission de I'lmam Sajjad (as) ?

* What was his relationship with Muhammad b. al-Hanafiyya?
Quelle était sa relation avec Muhammad b. al-Hanafiyya ?



Genealogy - Généalogie

Father/Pére : Abu ‘Ubayd

(died in a battle [al-jisr] under the
rulership of ‘Umar b. al-Khattab)
(Est décédé dans une bataille [al-jisr] sous
la direction de ‘Umar b. al-Khattab

Sister/Soeur : Safiyya Uncle/Oncle : Sa‘d b. Mas‘ud al-Thaqgafi

(Governor of Imam Ali in Madain)
(Gouverneur de I'lmam Ali a Madain)

(married to / Mariée a
‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar b. al-Khattab)

- »
=

Wife/Epouse : ‘Amra

(Daughter of Nu‘man b. Bashir, the governor
of Mu‘awiya in Kifa )

(Fille de Nu‘man b. Bashir, le gouverneur de

Mu‘awiya a Kafa )




# Genealogy - Généalogie

Mas‘ud al-
Thagafi
[ 1 ]
‘ ‘Urwa Abu ‘Ubayd ‘ ‘ Sa‘d ‘
Abu Marra ‘ Mukhtar ‘
‘ Layla ‘

‘AlT Akbar ‘




1/622: Early life / Jeunesse
13/634: His father passed away / Déces de son pére

35/655: During the time of Imam ‘Al / A I'’époque de I'lmam ‘Ali
40/661: During the time of Imam Hasan / A I'époque de I'lmam Hasan

60/680: Just before Karbala / Juste avant Karbala



Struggle for political authority - Lutte pour 'autorité politique

Yazid
Mu‘awiya Il
Marwan b. Hakam
‘Abd al-Malik b. Marwan

Sulayman b. Surad al-Khuza™
Mukhtar

Kufans

Umayyads

‘Abdullah b. Zubayr



4 Timeline Chronologie : Mukhtar b. Abi ‘Ubayd al-Thagafi

;‘i \

* 61/680: left for Hijaz and stayed there for 4 years
Est parti pour le Hijaz et y est resté pendant 4 ans

* 64/684: arrival in Kufa / Son arrivée a Kufa

* 65/685: revolt in Kufa against Ibn Zubayr's governor / Révolte a Kufa contre le
gouverneur d’lbn Zubayr

* 66/685: begins his mission to kill the perpetrators of the Karbala / Commence sa
mission en tuant les responsables de Karbala

* 67/687



Mukhtar's interactions - Les interactions de Mukhtar

‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar

‘Abdullah b. Zubayr

Sulayman b. Surad al-Khuza

Muhammad b. al-Hanafiyya

Imam Sajjad (as): ??7?



RECAP: Questions for analysis - Questions a analyser

Was Mukhtar a Shi‘a?
Est-ce que Mukhtar était chiite ?

What was the motive of his revolt?
Quel était le motif de sa révolte ?

Did he revolt with the permission of Imam Sajjad (as)?
S’est-il révolté avec la permission de I'lmam Sajjad (as) ?

What was his relationship with Muhammad b. al-Hanafiyya?
Quelle était sa relation avec Muhammad b. al-Hanafiyya ?



Approach: Minor Premise & Major Premise
Approche : Prémisses mineures et prémisses majeures

Minor premise: Mukhtar revolted with the permission of Imam Sajjad (as)

Major premise: Whatever permitted by Imam is a legitimate revolt

Conclusion: Mukhtar’s revolt was a legitimate revolt




Approach: Minor Premise & Major Premise
Approche : Prémisses mineures et prémisses majeures

Minor premise: This is Khake Shifa

Major premise: Khake Shifa cures illness

Conclusion: This cure illness




Approach: Minor Premise & Major Premise
Approche : Prémisses mineures et prémisses majeures

Minor premise: This du‘a is recommended by Imam

Major premise: Du‘a recommended by Imam cures illness

Conclusion: This du‘a cures illness
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Issues one encounters while studying history -~
Problemes que l'on rencontre en étudiant I’histoire

Fixing the puzzle - Assembler le puzzle

Mixing the sources (primary & secondary sources, different scholars of the same time or
different time) - Mélange des sources (sources primaires et secondaires, différents
chercheurs de la méme épogue ou d’une époque différente)

Studying history through the lenses of theology......anachronism
L'étude de |'histoire a travers le prisme de |la théologie......anachronisme

Selective approach (narrate few reports and rejecting few others)
Approche sélective (narration de quelques rapports et rejet de quelques autres)

Treating historical reports as hadith - Traiter les rapports historigues comme des hadiths
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Conclusions

Reading history through the lenses of theology/belief/faith results in anachronistic ideas and theories (theological
Shi‘ism, Imam's permission, approval of Imam)

La lecture de I’histoire a travers les lentilles de la théologie/croyance/foi aboutit a des idées et des théories
anachroniques/confuses (chiisme théologique, permission de I'lmam, approbation de I'lmam)

Things are not usually all-white and all-black. Human beings have phases in different times and places.
Les choses ne sont généralement pas ni tout blanc ni tout noir. Les étres humains ont alors des phases différentes
selon les temps et lieux,

Aulama do have difference of opinions concerning historical material.
Les Olama ont des opinions divergentes concernant les sources historiques.

The alternative views are not always the result of a conspiracy or unwillingness to accept the 'right' version.
Occasionally, it is just that a particular scholar does not find a source or its report convincing.

Les opinions divergentes ne sont pas toujours le résultat d’'une conspiration ou d’une réticence a accepter la
"bonne" version. Parfois, il arrive qu’un chercheur particulier ne trouve pas de source ou son rapport convaincant.

Which Mukhtar we are talking about? Quel Mukhtar ?
Revolutionary - Révolutionnaire
Avenger of Karbala - Vengeur de Karbala

Theological - Théologique



Final Questions — Questions finales

1. Did he make AhlulBayt happy by taking revenge?
A-t-il rendu les AhlulBayt heureux en se vengeant ?

2. Was his intention to fight for the imamate of Imam Sajjad (as)?
Avait-il I'intention de se battre pour I'imam Sajjad (as) ?

3. Did he receive permission from Imam Sajjad (as) for his revolt?
A-t-il recu la permission de I'imam Sajjad (as) pour sa révolte ?

4. Was he inclined towards the imamate of Muhammad b. al-Hanafiya?
Avait-il un penchant pour I'imamat de Muhammad b. al-Hanafiya ?

5. Will he go in heaven? Ira-t-il au Paradis ?



Primary sources — Sources primaires

* lbn A'tham al-Kafi (3'4/9t century), al-Futih

o  ?(3r9/9t century), Akhbar al-dawla al-‘Abbaésiyya
 Al-Ya'qubi (d. 248/897), Tarikh

e  Pseudo-lbn Qutayba (3/9t" century), al-lmama wa al-siyasa

 lbnSa‘d(d. 230/845), al-Tabaqat al-kubra

* Al-Baladhuri (d. 279/892), Ansab al-ashraf

* Al-Dinawari (d. c. 290/903), al-Akhbar al-tiwal
Al-Tabari (d. 310/923), Térikh

 Al-Mas'adi1 (d. 346/957), Muriij al-dhahab



Further reading (Secondary material)
Lectures complémentaires (Documentation secondaire)

* Muhieldin, Abderrahim Omar, Religio-social elements in the revolt of al-Mukhtar al-
Thaqafi against the Umayyad rule, Kuala Lumpur: International Institute of Islamic
Thought and Civilization, IITUM, 2000.

* Haider, Najam, The Rebel and the Imam in Early Islam: Explorations in Muslim
Historiography, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2019, pp. 26-114.

e (@G. R. Hawting,

https://referenceworks.brillonline.com/entries/encyclopaedia-of-islam-2/al-mukhtar-b-
abi-ubayd-SIM 5473



https://referenceworks.brillonline.com/entries/encyclopaedia-of-islam-2/al-mukhtar-b-abi-ubayd-SIM_5473
https://referenceworks.brillonline.com/entries/encyclopaedia-of-islam-2/al-mukhtar-b-abi-ubayd-SIM_5473
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