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Disclaimer
Avertissement

Strictly for academic audience
Réserve a un public académique



Premise - Premisse

“We do not know and probably never can know what really happened; all we can
know is what later people believed happened”

« Nous ne savons pas et ne pourrons probablement jamais savoir ce qui s'est reellement
passe ; tout ce que nous pouvons savoir, c'est ce que les gens ont cru plus tard. »

(Claude Gilliot)



Importance of the topic
Importance du sujet

o Scholars who have attempted to challenge certain existing narratives of Karbala:
Des savants qui ont fenté de remettre en question certains récits existants de Karbala :

o al-Muhaddith al-Nuri, Haji Nun (d. 1320/1902): Lu lu” wa marjan
o Ni'matullah al-Salint al-Najafabadr (d. 1427/2006). Shahid-i jawid
o Murtada Mutahhari, al-Shahid al- Mutahhar (d. 1399/1979). Himasa-i Husayni
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The ambit of our discussion
Le cadre de notre discussion

> Through the lenses of - A travers les lentilles de :
v'History - Histoire
v'Cultural considerations - Considérations culfurelles

o We will NOT discuss - Nous ne discuterons PAS :
v'Figh - Figh
v'Theology - Théologie



History and Narrative - Histoire et récit

o History is what occurred in a given time
L'histoire est ce qui s'est passé d un moment donné

Narrative is a mode of representation of history
Le récit est un mode de représentation de I'histoire

o Event lived
Evénement vécu

Event told
Evénement raconté

Is history a tool or an aim?
L'histoire est-elle un outil ou un but ¢



Karbala: An Event Beyond Historical Paradigm
Karbala : Un événement au-delda du paradigme historique

o Karbala: Discursive tradition relevant to each place, age and time
Karbala : Traditfion discursive propre a chaque lieu, dge et époque

o Karbala: An emotive tradition
Karbala : Une tradition émotive

o Karbala: A collective memory
Karbala : Une mémoire collective






Religious expressions
Expressions religieuses

o Artistic expression - Expression artistique :
o Poetic expression - Expression poétique :
o Emotive expression - Expression émotionnelle :

o Scholarly expression - Expression académique :



Typology of narrative literature
Typologie de la littérature narrative

o Literature could broadly be categorized in 3 genres:
La littérature peut étre classée en 3 genres :

1. Fictions - Fictions
2. Myth - Mythe
3. History - Histoire

NOTE: We learn lessons from all these genres.
NOTE : Nous tirons des lecons de tous ces genres.



Case study — Etude de cas
All Asghar (as)

o References as per the chronology of the dates of the authors’ death; not in the order of the dates of
their compilations.
Références selon la chronologie des dates de déces des auteurs et non selon l'ordre des dates de
leurs compilations.

o | have treated every source as separate from other, though certainly later scholars have extracted
material from the earlier sources.
J'ai fraité chague source separément les unes des autres, bien que des chercheurs ultérieurs aient
certainement extrait des documents des sources antérieures.

o The list is not exhaustive, though fairly comprehensive.
La liste n'est pas exhaustive, mais assez complete.

o What is the source¢ Abu Mikhnaf or al-Tabarie lbn al Mashhadi or Ziyarat al-Nahiya al-Mugaddasae
Quelle est la source ¢ Abu Mikhnaf ou Tabar ¢ lbn al Mashhadi ou Ziyarat al-Nahiya al-Mugaddasa 2



Case study — Etude de cas
All Asghar (as)

THREE SOURCES from secondary literature:
TROIS SOURCES de la littérature secondaire :

o Labib Baydun by Mawsu ‘af Karbala
Mawsu ‘at Karbala de Labib Baydun

o Sayyid Ali Akbar Sadagat has collected references from 61-700/680-1300
Sayyid Ali Akbar Sadagat a recueilli des références de 61-700/680-1300

o Ray Shahri’'s Mawsu ‘at al-lImam al-Husayn also has collected sources
Le Mawsu‘at al-imam al-Husayn de Ray Shahri qui y a également rassemblé des sources



Muhammad b. Sa‘d al-Baghdadi, lbn Sa‘d (d. 230/845)
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al-Tabaqat al-Kabir, 6: 400. This page describes Imam Sajjad (as) as Ali Asghar and the baby is
Introduced as Abdullah.
Cette page décrit I''mam Sajjad (as) comme Ali Asghar et le bébé est présenté comme Abdullah.

al-Tabaqat al-Kabir, 6: 439. This does not appear to be the account of Ali Asghar.
Cela ne semble pas étre le récit d'Ali Asghar.



Muhammad b. Sa'd al-Baghdadi, Ibn Sa'd (d. 230/845)
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al-Tabaqat al-Kabir, 6: 440. This does not appear to be the account of Ali Asghar.
Cela ne semble pas étre le récit d'Ali Asghar.
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al-Tabaqat al-Kabir, 6: 442. This appears to be the account of Ali Asghar.
Ceci semble étre le récit d'Ali Asghar.



Mus'ab b. ‘Abdullah al-Zubayri (d. 236/851)
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o Nasab Quraysh, 1:59.

This is exact same description of al-Tabaqgat al-Kabir, 6: 400. The difference is
that here the mother is infroduced as Rabab whereas in lbn Sa‘'d description
only Sakina’s mother is infroduced as Rabab.

C'est exactement la méme description d'al-Tabagat al-Kabir, (6 : 400). La
difféerence est gu'ici la mere est présentée comme Rabdb alors que dans lbn
Sa‘d, Rabadb est présentée seulement comme la mere de Sakina.



Khalifa b. Khayyat Shabab (d. 240/854)
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o Tarkh Khalifa, p. 179



Muhammad b. Habib al-Baghdadi (d. 245/859)
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o al-Muhabbar, p. 397



Ahmad b. Yahya al-Baladhuri (d. 279/892)
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o Ansab al-Ashraf, 3: 201.



Abu Hanifa al-Daynawari (d. 282/895)
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o al-Akhbar al-Tiwal, p. 258

This report does not appear to be of Ali Asghar

Ce rapport ne semble pas étre celui d'Ali Asghar.



Ahmad b. Abi Ya qub Ishaq b. Ja far b.
Wahab b. Wadih, al-Ya qubi
(d. 284 or 292/897 or 904)
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o Tarnkh al-Ya 'qubi, 2: 245



Al-Tabari (d. 310/922)
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Tarikh al-Tabari, 4: 92
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o Tarikh al-Tabari, 4: 292
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o Tarikh al-Tabari, 4. 342 (Abl Mikhnaf). This baby appears to be older enough that he was made sit on the lap.
Ce bébé semble étre assez agé pour qu'on l'ait fait s'asseoir sur les genoux.



Ibn A tham (d. 314/926)

cglall B e Al JW AT ool g ¢ Gt g Gl Y gy sa g ade d) pay e 4l V) U dae (gl lus g 1y 8 (el B4 o
Mol e¥sed Qs ! Glr Joiy sa g aliy Jand ¢ uall oslglia L aca gl i Jalall ol 560400 JU88 Al Gl ) ooiié

A1 iy el 38 ¢ AL aall A b s i 38 g 1305 1 6 by 4l 4l 4 s dene i agaad 122 S
a8y dile lia g denysle s capndl (ol 4l jia g 8 e dic

o al-Futah, 5: 115



al-Husayn b. Hamdan a-Khasibi (d. 358/968)

o al-Hidaya al-kubra, p. 204
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Abu Nasr al-Bukhar (d. c. 341/952)
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o Sirr al-silsila al- ‘Alawiyya, p. 30



Abu al-Faraqj Isfahani (d. 356/966)
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o Maqatil al-Talibiin, pp. 59-60. There are three events in this report. The first and third appears to be
of Ali Asghar (as)

o Le présent rapport comporte trois événements. Le premier et le troisieme semble étre celui d'Ali
Asghar (as)



al-Qadi al-Nu man (d. 363/973)
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o Sharh al-akhbar, 3: 177-8



al-Shaykh al-Mufid (d. 413/1022)
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o al-Irshad, 2: 108



‘Al b. Muhammad al- Alawi al- Umari
(d. c. 460/1067)
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o al-Majdr fr ansab al-Talibiyyin, eds. Ahmad al-MahdawrT al-Damighant and Mahmud al-Mar ashi
(Qum: Maktabat Ayatullah Mar‘asht Najafi, 1409/1988), p. 91.



al-Shaykh al-Tosi (d. 460/1067)
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al-Amalr, pp. 239-40



Yahya b. al-Husayn al-Shajari al-Jurjani
(d. 479 or 499/1085 or 1105)
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al-Amailr al-khamisiyya, p. 257

o Sayyid Muhammad Rida al-Jalali has extracted this maqtal and published independently under the title
“Tasmiyat man qutila ma" al-Husayn min wuldihi wa ikhwatihi wa ahlihi wa shi atihi, Majallat Turathuna’ by
Fudayl b. al-Zubayr al-Kuft, Ibn al-Rassan, 2: 150

o Hamid b. Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Muhallt (d. 652/1254), al-Hada 'iq al-wardiyya fi manaqib a’immat al-
Zaydiyya



Muhammad al-Fattal al-Nishaburi
(d. 508/1114)
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o Rawdat al-waizin, p. 188 (identical to al-Irshad - identique a al-/rshad)



al-Fadl b. al-Hasan al-Tabrisi (d. 548/1153)
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o I'lam al-wara bi a‘lam al-huda, 1: 478 (identical to al-/rshad - identique a al-/rshad)



al-Khwarazmi (d. 568/1172)
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o Magqtal al-Husayn, 2: 36-7



Abu Mansur Ahmad b. Ali b. Abu Talib al-
Tabris (d. 588/1192)
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> al-Ihtijaj “ala ahl al-lijaj, 2: 300-1



Muhammad b. "Ali Ibn Shahrashub al-Sarawi

al-Mazandarani, Ibn Shahrashub
(d. 588/1192)
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o al-Managqib Al AbT Talib, 4: 109, 4: 133



Muhammad b. Ja'far b. Al al-Mashhadj,
Ibn al-Mashhadi (d. 610/1213)
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o al-Mazar al-kabir, p. 488 (al-Nahiya al-Mugaddasa)
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Hamid al-Shahid b. Ahmad b. Muhammad
al-Muhalli (d. 652/1254)
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o al-Hada’iq al-wardiyya fif manaqib a’ immat al-Zaydiyya, 1: 201



Ibn Talha al-Shafi1(d. 652/1254)
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o Matalib al-su’al fif manaqib al al-Rasal, pp. 389, 392 and 409.



Sibt ibn al-Jawzi (d. 654/1256)

Tadhkirat al-Khawass, p. 252
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al-Sayyid b Tawus (d. 664/1265)
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o al-Luhdf, p. 69
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Najm al-Din Ja far b. Muhammad al-Hilli, Ibn
Numa al-Hilli (d. 645 or 680/1247 or 1281)
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Muthir al-ahzan wa munir subul al-ashjan, p. 53



AbU al-Hasan ‘Ali b. ‘Isa al-Hakkari Baha’
al-Din al-Irbili (d. 692 06 693/1293 or 1294)
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Pseudo-Abu Mikhnaf (d. circa sixth/twelfth?)
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Ibn Kathir (d. 774/1372)
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Mulla Husayn al-Wa izi al-Kashifi (d. 910/1504)
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o Rawdat al-Shuhada’, p. 247



Fakhr al-din Turayhi (d. 1085-7/1674-5)
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Muhammad Mahdi b. Abi Dharr al-Fadil al-
Naragqi, al-Muhaqqiq al-Naraqi (d. 1209/1795)
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AkhUnd Mulla Aga b. ‘Abid b. Ramadan ‘Al b. Zahid
al-Sharwani, al-Fadil al-Darbandi (d. 1286/1869)
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Iksir al-ibadat fi asrar al-shahadat, pp. 759-65
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al-Shaykh "Abd al-Wahhab al-Kashi
(d. 1418/1997)
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Why differences? Pourquoi ces différences ?

Books were lost Des livres ont été perdus
Orthographical errors Erreurs orthographiques
Summarising reports Abregement des rapports
Expanding reports Allongement des rapports

Demand of the time (Zaydis produced heroic and revolutionary narrative)
La demande de I'époque (Les Zaydi ont produit un récit héroique et révolutionnaire)

Inattention to the precise rendition..details were not important for the believers
L'inattention a la restitution précise... Les détails n'étaient pas importants pour les croyants.

Juxtaposing different narratives to create a monolithic narrative by abandoning the sequences of the
events,

Juxtaposer différents récits pour créer un récit monolithique en abandonnant les s€équences des
evénements.

Relying on faulty memory. S'appuyer sur une memoire défectueuse
Did not take history as serious as figh. L'histoire n'a pas été prise au sérieux autant que le figh.

Who were the readers/audience?¢ Religious community (in most cases)
Qui étaient les lecteurs/publics ¢ Communauté religieuse (dans la plupart des cas)



Tensions

o Some of us love emotions and others want to relate to Karbala through emotive and
poetic expressions.
Certains d'enfre nous aiment les émotions et d'autres veulent se relier a Karbala par des
expressions émotives et poétiques.

o Conflating history and narrative. Conflit entre I'histoire et le récit.

o Dream and personal experiences as sourcese
Le réve et les expériences personnelles comme sources 2

o Emotions are high. Les émotions sont fortes.

o Religious institutions have decided to continue with the existing narrative and practices
Les institutions religieuses ont décidé de poursuivre la narration et les pratiques existantes.



Guiding principles for studying Maqtal literature
Directives pour I'étude de la littérature du magqtal

1. Interrogating the text Interrogation du texte
2. No need to fix the puzzle Pas besoin de reconstituer enfierement le puzzle
3. Unbiased position Position impartiale

4. Consistency Cohérence

5. In the light of Qur'anic values A la lumiére des valeurs coraniques



Thank you
Merci



